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to end with civil war; Spain was occupied with the contest in
the Netherlands, and endeavouring also to take part m the
conflict in France; England was embroiled with both France
and Spain, and in Germany the Emperor Maximilian had his
hands full with similar troubles None were therefore likely
to interfere actively against Cosimo's assumption of regal
dignity. Accordingly we are informed that "owing to Cosimo's
great influence with Pope Pius V, and his many good offices
to the Papal See," that Pope now published a bull creating
Cosimo I "Grand Duke of Tuscany.'' In doing this the Pope
was, of course, assuming the prerogative of the Empeioi, but
Cosimo trusted in time to get the latter to acquiesce in what
was a jatt accompli Nor was the Pope's action unjustified
from the general point of view. Cosimo had raised Tuscany to
such a position of power and importance that her ruler was
justly to be considered on a level with other sovereign rulers
of states not in any way in advance of his in these respects. In
February 1570 Cosimo was, with much ceremony, crowned in
Rome by the Pope. Spain and Germany refused to acknowl-
edge Cosimo's new rank; France and England, however, did
so; and within the next few years the other powers of Europe
one by one concurred.77

The shape of the new crown was peculiar, and was carefully
laid down in the Pope's bull. This ordered that the crown of
Tuscany was (unlike the French, Spanish, and other crowns)
to be "radiated like that of the Eastern kings, alternate with
the Florentine lily." 7S It was a royal crown with the points
curving outwards, intended to represent the blades of the iris.
In the centre df the front was a large red Florentine lily: 7J>
thus making the crest of Florence's ancient Republic the chief
jewel of the royal crown. The sceptre was also peculiar; it was
ordered to be surmounted by the Medici palle, and upon this
the Florentine lily.

The portrait of Cosimo painted to commemorate this oc-
casion shows him wearing his robes as Grand Duke, with OIA
his head the new crown, and in his hand the sceptre.